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Purpose Statement: 

 

As an organization dedicated to public safety, the Washington Fire Chiefs 

considers it unacceptable that in 2015, 52 fire fatalities in the State of Washington 

were reported to the Office of the Washington State Fire Marshal.  Of that total, 75% 

were in residential occupancies with 54% reported in single family homes.  Even with 

the improvements in building codes and the use of smoke detectors, the number of fire 

deaths is declining at a slower rate over the past 10 years than it did in the period 1977 

through 1995.   Research and testing has provided an explanation for this slowing in the 

rate of decline in residential fire deaths.  The available time to escape a flaming fire in a 

home has decreased from 17 minutes in 1975 to 3-1/2 minutes based on the materials of 

home finishes and furnishings used today.  With this decrease in time for fire service 

response, the risk and dangers to fire responders has also increased.  It is clear that 

smoke alarms alone may not provide enough warning in time for occupants to escape a 

home fire without additional provisions.  Fire sprinklers are a recognized benefit to 

firefighter safety.  It is further recognized that fire sprinklers increase job and 

business/building survival should a fire event occur. 

 

Recommendation: 

 

The WFC recognizes that the public and emergency responders should be protected 

against death, injury, and property loss resulting from fire in residences.  Fire 

sprinklers represent a proven, reliable, efficient and effective method of protecting 

life and property in both commercial and residential occupancies, and we support the 

removal of barriers to the installation of residential sprinklers as well as the adoption of 

codes at the local, state, and federal level requiring the installation of fire sprinkler 

systems in all residential structures. We recognize that some key stakeholders 

oppose residential fire sprinklers and while advocating our position we will be 

mindful to collaborate with other key stakeholders to maintain and build 

professional relationships and to find mutual interests wherever possible.  
 

 


